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Rights Defence Committee. Operatives in the printing trade
and other businesses and political clubs have been addressed,
and through their aid the publications of the committee are

being widely circulated. Other steps are proposed The

organisation of public meetings fully reported in the press
ought to bring the work of the committee to a successful
issue, since there is but one side to the case, the other being
compounded of ’/lis inertiae, non possumus, and dogged
resistance to the claims of justice. It is in view that public
meetings shall be held first in East Islington and Wands-
worth, and afterwards at the Mansion House with the
cooperation of City guilds, and then throughout the country.

THE SOUDAN CAMPAIGN.

BEYOND the fact of the intended despatch of Indian troops
to garrison Suakin and Tokar and the active progress of the
preparations on the Nile stations for the anticipated advance
on Dongola there is but little to chronicle. V’e have pointed

, out the suitability in all respects of our Indian Army for
service in Egypt. The native troops are admirably fitted for
the climate to begin with, and both in their own country and
on previous occasions in Egypt have maintained a high
standard of health and efficiency during campaigns in the hot
weather, besides being in point of training, gallantry, and
discipline excellent soldiers. It is intended that the

garrisons of Suakin and Tokar shall consist of these Indian
troops and one Egyptian battalion, the remainder of the

Egyptian force at those places proceeding to &laquo;’ady Haifa to
form hereafter part of the Dongola expeditionary force.
The Indian contingent is a mixed force, consisting
of a regiment of Bengal infantry, with a Sikh

regiment, the 1st Bombay Lancers, a native mountain

battery, and a section of Madras Sappers and Miners.
This force will be accompanied by the 31a and 32nd Bombay
Native Field Hospitals and the principal medical officer will
be Surgeon-Colonel Caltbrop. an officer of experience in the
field. It is stated that the Indian contingent is for purely
defensive purposes and will simply hold the stations whither
they are proceeding; but if their services should be subse-
quently required for field purposes elsewhere they are sure
to prove efficient and may be expected to give a good account
of themselves.
As far as the Dervishes are concerned the Anglo-Egyptian

force on the Nile is allowed to remain quiet and unmolested
in making and perfecting their arrangements for the sub-
sequent advance. The different stations are well provided
with hospital accommodation, the railway is progressing,
and arrangements are being made for the transport of the
sick and wounded. The inaction of the Dervishes is
attributed to different reasons, but nothing reliable is known
about their intended operations ; it is all conjecture. Mean-
while the heat is intense and very trying-114&deg; F. in the
shade and 128&deg; in tents-but the health of the force continues
to be quite as satisfactory as could be expected.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN thirty-three of the largest English towns 6726 births
and 3858 deaths were registered during the week ending
May 9th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns,
which had been 19’5 and 18’4 per 1000 in the two

preceding weeks, rose again to 18’5 last week. In
London the rate was 17’9 per 1000, while it averaged 19.0 0
in the thirty-two provincial towns. The lowest rates in
these towns were 12’3 in Portsmouth. 12’7 in Gateshead and
in Swansea, 13-3 in Croydon, and 13’8 in Nottingham ; the

highest rates were 22’0 in Preston, 22.8 in Birmingham,
23.1 in Manchester and in Plymouth, 25’9 in Burnley, and
31 4 in Salford. The 3858 deaths included 622 which were
referred to the principal zymotic diseases, against 701
and 641 in the two preceding weeks ; of these, 225 resulted
from measles, 205 from whooping-cough, 74 from diphtheria,
53 from diarrhoea, 40 from scarlet fever, 25 from "fever" "

(principally enteric), and not one from small-pox. The lowest
death-rates from these diseases were recorded in Brighton,

Portsmouth, Nottingham, and Swansea; and the highest
rates in West Ham, Birkenhead, Manchester, Salford, and
Hurnley. The grea,test mortality from measles occurred in
London, Bristol, Manchester, Burnley, Sunderland, and

Birkenhead; from scarlet fever in Huddersfield ; from
whooping-cough in Halifax, West Ham, Croydon, Manchester,
and Salford ; and from fever" in Halifax. The 74 deaths
from diphtheria included 41 in London, 6 in West Ham, 6 in
Birmingham, 5 in Manchester, and 3 in Burnley. No fatal
case of small-pox was registered either in London or in any
of t,he provincial towns. There were 15 cases of small-pox
under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals
and in the Highgate Small-pox Hospital on Saturday
last, the 9th inst., against 16 and 13 at the end of
the two preceding weeks; 5 new cases were admitted
during the week, against 4, 8, and 3 in the three
preceding weeks. The number of scarlet fever patients
in the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals and in the
London Fever Hospital at the end of the week was

2527, against 2527, 2534, and 2523 on the three pre-
ceding Saturdays ; 238 new cases were admitted during the
week, against 236 in each of the two preceding weeks.
The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in
London, which had been 287 and 292 in the two pre-
ceding weeks, declined again to 260 last week, and were 68
below the corrected average. The causes of 63, or 1’6 per
cent., of the deaths in the thirty-three towns were not
certified either by a registered medical practitioner or by a
coroner. All the causes of death were duly certified in
Oldham, Bradford. Leeds, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and in
eleven other smaller towns ; the largest proportions of un-
certified deaths were registered in Birmingham, Leicester,
Liverpool, and Blackburn. 

-

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had been 19 and 19’0 per 1000 in the two pre-
ceding weeks, further declined to 18.9 during the week

ending May 9th, but was 0-4 per 1000 above the mean rate
during the same period in the thirty-three large English
towns. The rates in the eight Scotch towns ranged from
16-8 in Greenock and 17’1 in Edinburgh and in Perth, to 20 6
in Dundee and 22’1 in Paisley. The 552 deaths in these towns
included 25 which were referred to whooping-cough, 14 to
" fever," 13 to diarrhoea, 11 to measles, 3 to diphtheria, 3 to
scarlet fever, and not one to small-pox. In all, 69 deaths re-
sulted from these principal zymotic diseases, against 67 and
76 in the two preceding weeks. These 69 deaths were equal
to an annual rate of 2 4 per 1000, which was 0 6 below the
mean rate last week from the same diseases in the
thirty-three large English towns. The fatal cases of
whooping-cough, which had been 30 in each of the two

preceding weeks, declined to 25 last week, of which 17
occurred in Glasgow, and 7 in Aberdeen. The deaths
referred to different forms of "fever," which had been 4 and
9 in the three preceding weeks, further rose to 14 last
week, and included 6 in Glasgow, 4 inEdinburgh, and 2 in
Dundee. The 11 fatal cases of measles corresponded with
the number in the preceding week, and included 7 in

Glasgow and 3 in Dundee. The deaths referred to scarlet
fever, which had been 10 and 6 in the two preceding weeks,
further declined to 3 last week, of which 2 occurred in
Aberdeen. The 3 fatal cases of diphtheria slightly exceeded
the numbers recorded in recent weeks. The deaths referred
to diseases of the respiratory organs in these towns, which
had been 120 and 88 in the two preceding weeks, rose

again to 110 last week, and were 12 above the number in
the corresponding week of last year. The causes of 26, or
nearly 5 per cent., of the deaths in these eight towns last
week were not certified. 

___

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which hf.d increased in the
three preceding weeks from 20-6 to 23’7 per 1000, declined
again to 21-9 during the week ending May 9th. During
the past six weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in
the city has averaged 23.4 per 1000, the rate during the
same period being 18.9 in London and 17.6 in Edinburgh.
The 147 deaths registered in Dublin during the week under
notice showed a decline of 12 from the number in the pre-
ceding week, and included 13 which were referred to the

principal zymotic diseases, against 4 and 10 in the two
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preceding weeks ; of these, 7 resulted from " fever " (prin-
cipally enteric), 3 from scarlet fever, 2 from diarrhoea, 1
from diphtheria, and not one either from small-pox,
measles, or whooping-cough. These 13 deaths were equal
to an annual rate of 1-9 per 1000, the zymotic death-
rate during the same period being 3’5 in London and
1’5 in Edinburgh. The 7 deaths referred to different forms
of fever exceeded the number recorded in any week since
the end of 1894. The fatal cases of scarlet fever, which
had been 1 and 6 in the two preceding weeks, declined to 3
last week. The 147 deaths in Dublin last week included
21 of infants under one year of age, and 29 of persons
aged upwards of sixty years ; the deaths of infants showed
a further decline from recent weekly numbers, while those
of elderly persons corresponded with the number recorded
in the preceding week. No inquest cases, and only 1 death
from violence, were registered; and 47, or nearly a third,
of the deaths occurred in public institutions. The causes
of 12, or more than 8 per cent., of the deaths in the city
last week were not certified.

VITAL STATISTICS OF LONDON DURING APRIL, 1896.
In the accompanying table will be found summarised

complete statistics relating to sickness and mortality during
April in each of the forty-three sanitary areas of London.
With regard to the notified cases of infectious disease in the
metropolis during last month, it appears that the number
of persons reported to be suffering from one or other of the
nine diseases specified in the table was equal to 7’5 per
1000 of the population, estimated at 4,435,955 persons in
the middle of this year. In the three preceding months
the rates had been 10’3, 8’8, and 8’4 per 1000 respec-
tively. Among the various sanitary areas the rates were

considerably below the average in Fulham, Stoke Xewington,
St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Strand, and Woolwich ; while they
showed the largest excess in Bethnal Green, Whitechapel,
St. George-in-the-East, Limehouse, Mile End Old Town, Cam-
berwell, Greenwich, Lee, and Plumstead. The prevalence of
small-pox in London showed a slight decline from that in
the preceding month, the 22 cases notified including 4 in
Kensington, 3 in Plumstead, 2 in St. Pancras, 2 in Hackney,
and 2 in the Port of London sanitary areas. The Metro-

politan Asylum Hospitals contained 10 small-pox patients
at the end of April, against 68, 45, and 33 at the end of
the three preceding months ; the weekly admissions averaged
4, against 13, 6, and 7 in the three preceding months.
The prevalence of scarlet fever in London showed a slight
decline during April ; this disease was proportionally most
prevalent in Hackney, Bethnal Green, Whitechapel, St. George-
in-the-East,Newington, Rotherhithe, Lee, and Plumstead sani-
tary areas. The Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals contained
2464 scarlet fever patients at the end of April, against
2814, 2867, and 2688 at the end of the three preceding
months; the weekly admissions averaged 208, against 282,
258, and 234 in the three preceding months. The prevalence
of diphtheria in London during April showed a marked
decline from that recorded in recent months; among the
various sanitary areas this disease showed the highest
proportional prevalence in Holborn, Bethnal Green, White-
chapel, St. George-in-the-East, Limehouse, Mile End Old
Town, Camberwell, Greenwich, and Plumstead. There were
713 diphtheria patients under treatment in the Metropolitan
Asylum Hospitals at the end of April, against 682, 715,
and 704 at the end the three preceding months; the weekly
admissions averaged 89, against 99 in each of the two

preceding months. The prevalence of enteric fever in London
showed a slight increase upon that recorded in the pre-
ceding month ; this disease was proportionally most prevalent
in Holborn, Shoreditch, Mile End Old Town, and Bermondsey
sanitary areas. Erysipelas was proportionally most prevalent
in St. Giles, St. Luke, Shoreditch, Bethnal Green, and
Rotherhithe sanitary areas. The 19 cases of puerperal fever
notified during April included 4 in Lambeth, 2 in Paddington,
2 in Kensington, and 2 in Islington sanitary areas.
The mortality statistics in the table relate to the

deaths of persons actually belonging to the various
sanitary areas, the deaths occurring in the institutions
of London having been distributed among the different
sanitary areas in which the patients had previously
resided. During the four weeks ending Saturday,
May 2nd, the deaths of 7951 persons belonging to London
were registered, equal to an annual rate of 18’7 per 1000,
against 18’4, 20’0, and 19’4 in the three preceding months.

The lowest death-rates during April in the various
sanitary areas were 10’0 in Stoke Newington, 11’0 in

Hampstead, 13’3 in Plumstead, 13’4 in Lewisham (ex-
cluding Penge), 14’5 in Lee, and 14’8 in St. George
Hanover - square ; the highest rates were 23’0 in
Limehouse, 24-1 in Bethnal Green, 24-3 in Ber-

mondsey, 25’1 in Woolwich, 26’5 in Strand, 26’8 in
St. Saviour Southwark, and 29’2 in St. Luke. During
the five weeks of April 1690 deaths were referred to
the principal zymotic diseases in London; of these, 750
resulted from measles, 580 from whooping-cough, 206 from
diphtheria, 71 from scarlet fever, 49 from diarrhoea, 31 from
enteric fever, 1 from an ill-defined form of continued
fever, and 2 from small-pox. These 1690 deaths were equal
to an annual rate of 4’0 per 1000; among the various
sanitary areas the lowest death-rates from these diseases
were recorded in St. George Hanover-square, Westminster,
Hampstead, Strand, City of London, Whitechapel, and
Lee, and the highest rates in Chelsea, St. Luke,
Bethnal Green, St. Olave Southwark, Bermondsey, Green.
wich, and Woolwich. The 2 fatal cases of small-pox
were 3 below the corrected average number in the
corresponding periods of the ten preceding years; 1,
belonged to Holborn and 1 to Newington sanitary
areas. The 750 deaths referred to measles were more
than double the corrected average number; among the
various sanitary areas this disease showed the highest pro-
portional fatality in Kensington, Chelsea, St. Luke, Bethnal
Green, Poplar, St. George Southwark, Battersea, Wands-
worth, Greenwich, and Woolwich. The 71 fatal cases of
scarlet fever were within 10 of the corrected average number;
the mortality from this disease showed no marked excess
last month in any of the sanitary areas. The 206 deaths from
diphtheria were 62 above the corrected average number;
among the various sanitary areas this disease was propor-
tionally most fatal in St. Luke, St. George-in-the-East, Mile
End Old Town, Limehouse, Bermondsey, Woolwich, and
Plumstead. The 580 fatal cases of whooping-cough were
as many as 234 above the corrected average number; this
disease showed the highest proportional fatality in Ken-
sington, Shoreditch, Bethnal Green, Limehouse, Poplar,
Bermondsey, and Wandsworth sanitary areas. The 31 deaths
referred to enteric fever were 10 below the corrected
average number; there was no marked excess of enteric
fever mortality in any of the sanitary areas. The 49 fatal
cases of diarrhoea were 23 below the corrected average
number. In conclusion, it may be stated that the mortality
in London during April from these principal zymotic
diseases was more than 65 per cent. above the average.

Infant mortality in London during April, measured by
the proportion of deaths under one year of age to births

registered, was equal to 136 per 1000. Among the various
sanitary areas the lowest rates of infant mortality were
recorded in Westminster, Hampstead, St. Martin-in-the-
Fields, Rotherhithe, Lambeth, and Plumstead; and the

highest rates in Strand, City of London, Bethnal Green,
Poplar, St. Saviour Southwark, and Wandsworth.

THE SERVICES.

MOVEMENTS OF THE MEDICAL STAFF.

SURGEON-MAJORS CHARLTON and Moffitt have arrived
in England on completion of a tour of service in India.

Surgeon-Major Swabey has been appointed to York, Sur-
geon-Major Hughes to Brighton, Surgeon-Major Archer to
Chester, and Surgeon-Major Cowan to the Cork District.
Surgeon-Major Simpson is under orders to proceed to South
Africa and Brigade -Surgeon -Lieutenant -Colonel Leake to
Bermuda.

INDIA AND THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICES.
The services of Surgeon-Lieutenant C. R. Stevens are

placed temporarily at the disposal of the Government of
Bengal. The services of Surgeon-Captain J. R. Adie are
placed temporarily at the disposal of the Government of
the Punjab. The services of Surgeon-Lieutenant G. Y. C.
Hunter are placed temporarily at the disposal of the
Government of the Punjab. The services of Surgeon-
Captain C. G. Robson-Scott are placed temporarily at the

disposal of the Government of Bengal. The services of the


